
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

In the matter of: 

U.S.DEyCleBiiiiig Corporation ^ #9 «nr% 
DavidVilter MURNo, VPZ 
David Vitter for U.S. Senate 

<3» COMPLAINT 
00 

1̂  1. Citizens for Reqxmsibility and Ethics in Wadiinglcm(XREW").Amw 

^ Weisniami, and Wayne JenyPhilUps bring this complaint before the Feder̂  

^ Commissicm (TEC'*) seeking an immediate investigBtion and enforcement action against 
O 

Q U.S. Dry Cleaning Corporation, David Vitter, and Daivid Vitter for U.S. Senate for direct 

and serious violations ofthe Federal Election Campaign Act ("FECA"). 

2. Complainant CREW is a non-profit corporation, aiganized under section 

S01(cX3) ofthe Internal Revenue Code. CREW is committed to protecting the rigbt of 

citizens to be informed about the activities of government officials and to ensuring the 

integrity of government officials. CREW is dedicated to empowering citizens to have 

an influential voice in government decisions and in the govemmental decision-making 

process. CREW uses a combination of research, litigation, and advocacy to advance ite 

mission. 

3. In foiflieranoeofite mission, CREW seeks to expose unethical and illegal 

conduct of those involved in government One way CREW does this is by educating 

citizens regarding the integrity of the electoral process and our system of government. 

Toward this end, CREW numiton the canqnign finance activities of thoâ  

ftdeial office and publicizes those who violate federal campaign finance laws. Through 

ite wdMite, press rdeases, and other methods of distribution, CREW also fito 

with the FEC when it discovers violations ofthe FECA. Publicizing campaign finance 



violators and filing complainte with the FEC serves CREWs mission of keeping the 

public informed about individuals and entities who violate campaign finance laws and 

deterring foture violations of campaign finance law. 

4. In order to assess whether an individual, candidate, political committee, or 

other regulated entity is complying with federal campaign finance law, CREW needs 

Qt the iiiformation contained in receipte and disbursementerepoite that political committees 

!̂  must file pursuant to the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434<aX2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. CREW is 

hindered in ite programmatic activity when an individual, candidate, political 

*7 committee, or other regulated entity feils to disdose campaign finance information in 
O 
O repoiteofrecdpts and disbursemente required by the FECA. 

5. CREW idies on the FEĈ piqieradmmistrBdon of the FECA*s reporting 

requirements because ftus FECA-mandated reports of receipts and disbursements are the 

only source of information CREW can use to detemune if a candidate, political 

committee, or other regulated entity is complying with the FECA. Theproper 

administntion of the FECA*s leporting lequiiemente indudes mandating that aU iq^ 

of receipte and disbursemente required by the FECA are properly and timely filed with 

fheFEC. CREW is hindered in ite programmatic acdvity when fee FEC foils to properly 

administer the FECA's reporting requuemente. 

6. Conqplainant Anne Weisniann is the diiefcounsd of Citizens for 

ReqponsibiUty and Ettiics in Washington, a citizen of the United States, ^ 

voter and resident ofthe slate of Maryland. AsaregistBredvoter,Ms. Weismannis 

entitled to receive infonnation contained in lepoite of lecdpte and disbursemente 

required by the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(aX2); 11C Jf.R. § 104.1. Ms. Weismann is 

banned when a candidate, political committee, or ofeer regulated entity fails to report 



campaign finance activity as required by the FECA. See FEC v. AUnŝ  524 U.S. 11. 

19 (1998), pioOng BueUey v. Valeô  424 U.S. 1,66-67 (1976) (political committees 

must disclose contributon and disbursemente to hdp voters understand who provides 

which candidates wife financial support). Ms. Weismann is fiirlher harmed when the 

FEC fidls to properly admmister the FECA's reporting requiremente, luniting her 

^ ability to review campaign finance information. 
o> 
fyri 7. Complainant Ŵ yne Jeny Phillips is a citizen of the United States and a 
m 

00 registered voter and resident ofthe state of Louisiana. As a registered voter, Mr. 

^ Phillips is entitled to recdveinfonnadon contained mrqxxte of recdpte and 

O disbursemente required by the FECA, 2 U.S.C. f 434(aX2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. Mr. 
O 

Phillips is harmed when a candidate, politicd committee, or other regdated entity fiuls 

to report campugn finance activity as required by the FECA. See FEC v. Akins, 524 

U.S. at 19 (citadon omitted). Mr. Philips is finther harmed when the FEC fails to 

properly admimster the FECA*s reportuig requuements, limitiî  his ability to review 

campugn finance information. 

8. U.S.DiyCleamngCQipQrBtioai8aDdawareGOiporBtionwifeiteprindpd 

placeofbusmessinCalifoinia. David Vitter is a United States Senator representing the 

State of Louisiana. David Vitter for U.S. Senate is a politicd committee and the piindpd 

campaign committee of David Vitter. 

F̂ ifffedAHffgatiiwff 

9. On August 20,2009, four officers/employees of U.S. Dry Cleamng 

Coipondon, and their spouses, contributed a told of $38,400 to David Vitter for U.S. 

Name Title 



rvj 

OO 

O 

Rd)ertY.Lee 

ReginaLee 

TimDenari 

MaryDenari 

RiazChauthad 

Donna Chautham 

JamdOgbe 

CymetriaOgjbe 

$4,800 

$4,800 

$4,800 

$4,800 

$4,800 

$4,800 

$4,800 

$4,800 

President/CEO 8/20/2009 

Homemaker 8/20/2009 

Chief Finandd Officer 8/20/2009 

Homemaker 8/20/2009 

Director of Acqdations 8/20/2009 

Homemaker 8/20/2009 

Director of Finance 8/20/2009 

Homemaker 8/20/2009 

See David Vitter for U.S. Senate, Amended October 1S" Quarterly Rqxnt (Jan. 28,2010) 

(attadied as Exhibit A). 

10. JamdOgbe, the former Director ofFinance for U.S. Dry Cleamng 

CoiporBtion, told the New Orleans Times-Picayune that "the company was facing 

finandd difficulties in 2009 and hqied that Vitter would hdp fee firm gain access to 

federdstinnihis financing or SmdlBusmessAdmmislrBtionAsdslBnoe. Oybesaidhe 

ym ffYTttfflllY mmhml W ¥f mrlmir ftf Ma $4.800 cQntributkm." Brace Alpert 

Pffî f* r?Tff'W VP Wfl̂  ̂ fltim Rwn Dry Cleaning Execuliveg. New 

Orleans Ttmes-Pioayime (Apr. 8,2010) (enqihasis addecQ (attadied as Exhibit B). 

11. CotpoTBteoonddt contribution sdiemes like tlte one described by Mr. Ogbe 

raidy involve a single employee. Investigations of such sdiemes typically uncover a 

long-standing corporate practice of knowingly and willfolly violating mdtiple provisions 

of FECA and FEC regdatioiis in Older to Guny fimv wife federd officials and obtain an 

unfair advantage over competitors. See; &g:,MUR 5903 (PBSJCoipoEBtion)(federd 

contractor utiKMrf an institutionalized pattern of corporate reimbuiaeoieiit of federal 

ffMnpaigpi rftwtrilwitfmM twmr ngariy twin ilaeaHaa fn aitempt «n infliuince <he Mwaitiinfl nf 

fedeid contraete); MUR 5666 (MZM, IhcXCBO devised and carried out over atisee* 

year period a scheme to reimburBe company employees and thdr spouses for $78,000 ui 



illegd campdgn contributions to two memben of the House of Representatives in an 

effiirt to ditain federd finding for the corporation). 

12. Here, given Mr. Ogbe*s admission, it appean U.S. Dry Cleamng 

Corporation reunbursed four of ite empkiyees and tiieur spouses for $38,400 in 

contributions to David Vitter for U.S. Senate in an effint to obtain Senator Vitter's 

^ asristance in obtaimng federd stimdus finds. 

^ COUNT! 
to 

00 13. FECA and FEC regdationsbofe prohibit the making ofaoomribution in 

^ die name ofa person otiier than tiie ttue source of tiie contribution. 2 U.S.C. f 441f; 11 

§ C.F.R.§110.4(bXlXi)-

14. By reimbursing employees for contributions made to David Vitter for U.S. 

Seanle, U.S. Dry Cleaning Corporation violated 2 U.S.C. § 441f and 11 C.F.R. 

§110.4(bXl)(i). 

COUNTff 

15. FECA and FEC regulations bofeprddbit corporations fiom making 

contributions m connection wife any federd dectum, inehirfing dections for the U.S. 

Senate. 2 U.S.C. f 441b(a) and 11 C.F.R. f 114.2(a). 

16. By reimbmdng employees wife coiporate funds for contributions made to 

David Vitter fiv U.S. Senate, U.S. Dry Cleamng violated bofe 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a) and 11 

CFJLf 114.2(a). 

17. FECA and FEC regulations bofe prohibit a candidate or politicd comnuttee 

fiom knowingly aocqvting or recdving a contribution fiom a coipoiation. 2 U.S.C. | 

441b(a); 11 CJJEL § 114.2(d). 

18. By accepting contributions fiom U.S. Dry QeadngCorparation, David 



and/or David Vitter for U.S. Senate may have violated bofe 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a) and 11 

C.F.R.f 114.2(d). 

CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washmgton, Anne 

*̂  Wdsmann,and Wayne Jeiiy Phillips request thd the Fedeid Election Conumsdon 

^ conduct an investigation into these allegations, declare the respondente to have 
00 

rsj violated the Federd Election Campdgn Act and qyplicd>le FEC regulations, and 

^ impose sanctions appropriate to these violations and take such fiirfeer action as may be 
O 

HI appropriate, indudmgrefening tins case to tiie U.S. Department of Justice for crimind 

proscecution of any violatioos of 2 U.S.C. §§ 441b(a) ft 441f. 



Verification 

Citizens fn Respondbility and Ethics in Washington and Anne Wdsmann hereby verify 

thd the statemente made in the attached Complamt are, iqion information and b̂^̂  

Sworn pursuant to 18 U.S.C. f 1001. 

00 Aime Wdsmann 
rsj 

o 
O Swom and subscribed befine me this 21" diy of April, 2010. 

Notary Public 
UioDrew 

Dtetrlet of Cokjmbia. Notary Public 
My Commisiion Expiros 

July SI. 2014 

3i8lrlctarColiimbta:88 
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Sen. David Vitter cicana 19 widi donations fiom diy deaning execudva Page 1 of 2 
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San. David Vlttar deans up with donatlans fram dry claaning 
axacuUvas 
Sy Snics Alport Tliii»Plc^funa 
April 08.2010,7:12PM 
During a West Coast ftind-ralser last suimner, four oRldOte with a CaMfMrta dry deanhiB oompany and three 
or ttieb' spouses donated $33,000 to Sen. Deirld VMei^ re-eledlon Gempelgn. 

The day beflore, Los Angeloi attorney DavM Golubdilk, who provided more than $100,000 In Onandng for 
the flrm, US Diy Cleaning Corp., oave VKIcr's campMon $1,000. 

WhOe muMpie campaign eontrlbuUons from executives et the same flnm are 
common In national poMoB, generally they are made bi support of a candidate 
from the company's home state or for e member with Influence over Issues 
Important to the Arm's bottom line. There are no such obvious Unks to the 
Louisiana RepuUlcan and the dry cleaning business. 

Jemel Ogbe, who was US Dry Qeanlng*! director of finance at the tbne of the 
fond-raiser, sold the company was fodng flnendal dHRcultleB In 2000 end 
hoped tliBt Vitter would Mp the firm geln eooBH to federal eOmuluB finandng 
or SmaH Budness Admlnlsbradon AsHstsnca. Ogbe said he was eventually 
rdmbursed by his employer Itor Ms $4,000 contrMlon. Fsderel campaign 
flnenoe law prOhlbRs rdmburaement for such contributions. 

Vitter, who opposed President Sarack Obenm'e $707 billion stimulus Mil, 
would seem an odd choice to try to oam federal finandng from a DemocraOe 
admimabfadon, although he does sK on the Senato Smdl BusbiesB Committee. 

Sen.OMMVaier,R-Li. 
Vitter csmpalgn spokesman Luke Bdar said "Neither Sen. Vitter nor his office 
aver made a request on bahair of thia oompany, buthelMlleveathatlfthe 
oompany vMatad campaign finance laws they should be proseoited to ttie foU extant of the 

Some dry cleaning firms have urged the Envbronmentel Protactton Agency to slow efforts to phaae out the ' 
chamlcM perdiloroethylenei, used by many, but not an in the industry. Thera have been no pubHc atatemanto 
by tlie eenator ebout perchloroettiylonaf but he hoe ceUed on the EPA not to over-regulete the chenricel 
Induatry, wMdi has a large praaanca In Louisiana. 

On Nardi 4, US Dry Qeaning filed for federal bankrvptqr protecoon, while It continues to operete. Oorhpeny 
CEO Itobert Lsa, who along with hto wHte, Iteglna, oonbfttwiad $0,600 to voter's campaton, ^ 
bankruptcy court deposition thet Ms compeny employe about 600 people and owns and oporatea 70 dry-
deanlno atailea wKh rsvenues exoaadlng $25 mlNlon. 

Lee and other company oRMab didnt rsspond to raquesto for 0 commMit 

TWO creditors, listed as being owed more than $200,000 by the US Dry Cleaning Corp., said they hope that 
the CalNlomla bahkrupley court wM sask rapayment of any campaign donations made by company 
axecutlvea. Lea, the firm's CEO, also donstad $1,000 to Sen. John Thun$, R-8.D., end $S,000 to Thund'a 
Heartland Vahies Political Action CommHtea. 

Jerry CMn, CEO oflNAX Bancard, a OsUtamla-baaad cradlt cani aarvlcaa company, waa 
donatad to tlia VNtar campaign during the senator's 2000 West Coest fUnd-relsbig effoit. 

litt|ry/blog.Dolo.ooni/|polldoŝ prinLfatml7enlî ^ 4/16/2010 



Sen. Dsvkl Vitter cleans up with donotions fiom diy Gleaning ex^^ Page2of2 

Cain, who describes himself as a rsoular GOP donor, ssM a Boston-based fond-ralaer contorted him last 
summer and asked If he would consMer helping a LouWana Republican who was at risk of loelng his seat to 
a Democrat. Osln said he wes on the fence ebout giving, until Vitter personally phoned hbn and asked hbn to 
attend a California fond-raldng dkiner. 

Cain donated $2̂ 400, and attended the "biformar dinner with 'no speeches but 'plenty of time' for pemnal 
discusdons with the senator. Coin saM he "knew all about" Vitter's 2007 apotopy after his name appeared on 
the phone list of a Washington escort service, but saM he Judges pollttdans about "what they do in their 
public raspondbnitiesi not their private lives." 

'And he's been e good RepubUcen senator," Cabi said. 

Vitter, who ttds week reported ttiet he haa $8 nnliiion availaMa ffor Ma 2010 Senate rae^, Is being 
00 challenged by U.S. Rep. Charlla Naianoan, a Democrat from Napoleonvllle. 
O 
^ Bruee Alpert een be leodied elbaftiei laiftiiaiiiigeyBiî cem or202.302.7861. 
Ml 
^ a 2010 NOLA.aMn. All rfghto reserved. 
OJ 
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littp*y/blagjiola.oom/̂ oIitiGs4̂ 1tfml7flntiy=̂  4/16/2010 


